Living History Resource List

Local Libraries
School Libraries

The sources at your local school library can be a great place to start looking for a topic. Use encyclopedias, general history books and, if available, online databases to help find a topic for your living history character.
County or Parish Libraries
County and Parish Libraries can be a great source for local and regional history.  Some have microfilm copies of local newspapers and collect publications of local genealogical and historical societies. 
Regional College Libraries and Archives
Academic libraries are sometimes available. The library provides several databases to search online journals that could support historical topics. “Academic Search Premier” is one of these databases. Secondary historical resources are available in the collection of the library. Online databases sometimes may contain local information. Some regional colleges may have institutional archives, which might contain regional information and artifacts. 
World Cat
www.worldcat.org
Universal library catalog online where you can search for items in libraries across the world. You can do a search for regional materials by keyword and subject and will it will show you the nearest library to you that has the item you requested. 
Southwest Arkansas Regional Archives

www.southwestarchives.com
Peggy Lloyd – Director

southwest.archives@arkansas.gov 

870-983-2633
A wonderful resource for anyone interested in choosing a topic on local and regional Red River history. The archive is located in Washington, Arkansas and is a branch of the Arkansas History Commission. Several primary documents are available in original format. Newspapers from the 19th century and United States Census Records are available on microfilm.
Online Resources
Arkansas History Commission

www.ark-ives.com 

The state archive has information on several aspects of Arkansas history. They recently have digitized some of the primary documents in their collection and also several of their photographs. 

Butler Center for Arkansas Studies

www.cals.lib.ar.us/butlercenter/index.html
This is another resource for Arkansas History. The Butler Center is located in the Central Arkansas Library facility in downtown Little Rock. They have a collection of primary and secondary resources. Some basic information on Arkansas and the history of the counties that make up the state are included on their website. 
Vicki Betts 19th Century Newspaper Resource

http://www.uttyler.edu/vbetts/
Collection of several regional 19th century newspapers. Excerpts from newspapers are transcribed online and make a good research source for understanding the culture of the Trans-Mississippi West in the mid-19th century.
Library of Congress

www.loc.gov
Good selection of information on a variety of topics. The “American Memory” section of the website provides digitized copies of several primary documents from photographs to letters.  

Example:

Historic American Buildings Survey

http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/collections/habs_haer/index.html
Digitized source of historic buildings organized by state and county or parish. 
National Archives

www.nara.gov
Unique collections and regional collections have been scanned and digitized on their website.  The online catalog for the National Archives can be difficult to search, so take some time to learn how to use their catalog system to help orient your students to using it successfully. 
Online Encyclopedia Resources
Encyclopedia of Arkansas

http://www.encyclopediaofarkansas.net
This resource provides information on a large selection of topics in the realm of Arkansas history.

Handbook of Texas Online
http://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online/
Excellent resource for finding quick information on various topics of Texas history. Sources and footnotes of each article help point to other sources you can find in your local library or possibly receive through interlibrary loan. 

Encyclopedia of Oklahoma History and Culture

http://digital.library.okstate.edu/encyclopedia/
Excellent resource on Oklahoma history and the region around the Great Bend of the Red River. Various articles published on different topics with noted sources.  Information on Indian Removal is included in this collection.
Online Rare Reprint Resources
Kessinger Publishing

http://www.kessinger.net/
Excellent resource to find and buy rare books from various time periods in print format. 

Applewood Books

http://www.awb.com/catalog/default.php
Another good resource for purchasing rare historical books that are in printed format. The Boy’s Own Book and the Girl’s Own Book are just a few of the choices. 

Alibris

www.alibris.com
Great website if looking for an original of a rare book to purchase. 
Questions? Contact Josh Williams

Curator at Historic Washington State Park

870-983-2284
josh.williams@arkansas.gov
