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Calendar of Events


February          


Black History Month School Days


10:00a.m. to 1:30 p.m. each day


Parkin Archeological State Park


Experience the everyday life of African American students who attended the Northern Ohio School.  Activities will showcase Depression Era jobs, chores, food, school subjects, and watch out… discipline!   There will also be a jazz musician station and revival preacher station. Early reservations encouraged.  $1.75 per student.  





16 	Five Trails Rendezvous for Schools 


	10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.


Historic Washington State Park


Students will be able to visit with frontiersmen, try their hand at “throwing the hawk,” and take home a candle they dipped themselves. Reservations requested, (870- 983-2660).  $5.50 per student. 





17-18 	Frontier Days at the Five Trails Rendezvous 


Historic Washington State Park


Walk through a frontier encampment and learn about survival skills used by early Arkansas settlers. Watch reenactors demonstrate tomahawk throwing, use of  muzzleloading rifles, and more! Co-sponsored by the Early Arkansas Reenactor Association. 





19	Daisy Bates Holiday Celebration


1:00 p.m. to 1:30 p.m.


Little Rock Central High School NHS


Character interpreter Sheila will present a first person interpretive talk (as Daisy Bates) about her life as President of the State Conference of the NAACP in 1957, her relationship with Thurgood Marshall, and the events of Central High School’s desegregation. 





23, 28  	Frontier Day for Schools 


Historic Washington State Park


Experiences will cover such topics as pioneer life at a log home, early settlement gardening, territory and statehood at the 1836 courthouse, frontier medicine, woodworking and more. Reservations requested, (870- 983-2660).  $5.50 per student. 





March    


	Step Back Saturdays


Every Saturday in March, 9 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 


Historic Arkansas Museum	


A day in the life of a pioneer woman is the theme for March with living history characters demonstrating everyday chores such as cooking and textile work.  
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March


7 	Frontier Day for Schools


	Historic Washington State Park 


     


39th Annual Jonquil Festival 


9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.


Historic Washington State Park


Thousands of jonquils welcome craftspeople, entertainers and visitors to Historic Washington. Unique crafts and delicious foods are available.





17	Artifact ID Day


1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.


Parkin Archeological State Park


Obtain a professional opinion of a prized artifact or questionable object you have found.  How old is it?  Or what is It?  Archeologists will be on hand to answer questions and identify artifacts you bring in.  Free.





Archeology Month Lecture Series


Parkin Archeological State Park


A lecture will be given on Rock Art, this year’s theme for Archeology Month, by Ben Swadley, Supt. at Plantation Ag. Museum State Park. Free





28-30   	Adventures in Archeology School Days          


10 a.m. – 1:30 p.m. each day


Parkin Archeological State Park


Get down and dirty on an archeological dig as you trowel your way to treasures a centimeter at a time.  Don’t forget to map what you see!  Become a laboratory analyst as you sort through actual artifacts from the Parkin site.  Reservations encouraged.  $1.75 per student


                                    


April      


	Step Back Saturdays


Every Saturday in April, 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 


Historic Arkansas Museum         


Blacksmithing is the theme for April, with living history demonstrations of traditional forging, blacksmithing, and bladesmithing.





22        	Box Lunch Social and African American Lecture Series   


12:30 to 6:00 p.m.


Parkin Archeological State Park


Join us at the Northern Ohio School for a traditional box lunch social. Entertainment will be scheduled throughout the day, as local church choirs will perform, family pictures will be offered, homemade ice cream and cobbler will be served, and local authors, educators, and historians will present topics relevant to African American history. Contact the park to schedule your group performance, reserve your picture time, or for further details.  Free
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Growing, Growing, Growing


Ian Beard


Old State House Museum


In the few months since our first newsletter, ALHA has grown dramatically.  We now have 59 addresses receiving our e-mail updates and newsletter, representing federal, state, and local institutions as well as private entities.  With each new recruit, we come closer to uniting the Arkansas living history community under the ALHA standard.


And that’s the ultimate goal.  As I like to say, ALHA is all of us.  All of us who work at museums and historic sites; all of us who attend reenactments or perform characters for the public; all of us who care about our state’s history and want to share it with future generations.  That’s who you are.  That’s who we all are.


Our annual meeting is fast approaching, and with it our first opportunity to explore the possibilities of this organization.  Despite all we have accomplished so far, there is so much more we can do.  So much more networking we can facilitate.  So much more help we can give.  So much more we can share.


Remember, ALHA is all of us, and it will take all of us to achieve our goals.  Please give what you can to this effort, so all of us will enjoy its’ success.   





Meet me on Mt. Magazine!


It’s time for ALHA’s first annual meeting


After a grueling few months, the date is set, the meeting rooms are reserved, the presenters have committed, and the room rates are locked in.  That means ALHA is ready for its’ first annual meeting!


February 19-20, Mt. Magazine State Park


�


Thanks to the graciousness of Jay Miller and Arkansas State Parks, our first meeting will take place in the brand new and state of the art lodge atop Mt. Magazine State Park on Monday, February 19 and Tuesday, February 20.  This meeting will coincide with Arkansas State Parks’ Winter Interpreters’ Workshop, guaranteeing great networking opportunities for everyone involved.


This first meeting needs to be as accessible as possible, and we will not charge a registration fee.  To register for the conference, e-mail (� HYPERLINK "mailto:ian@arkansasheritage.org" ��ian@arkansasheritage.org�) or call (501-324-8642) by February 12.  We have been granted a greatly reduced rate of $60 for a two person room, and meals will be on your own in the lodge restaurant.  This gives you not only a great opportunity to meet people and learn, but also a chance to enjoy this new and beautiful landmark.  We will compete with the general public for rooms, so make your reservation as quickly as possible.  Those of you who work for State Parks already have a block of rooms reserved.


We have an impressive list of speakers and programs offered at this meeting.  No matter what the focus of your site, what period of history you interpret, or what types of characters you prefer, we have something here for you.  Thank you to all of our presenters who have offered their time and their skills for our benefit at this meeting.


Having a meeting in a mountain top lodge does have its pitfalls, and we must be careful to avoid the sad reality of “all work and no play makes Jack a dull boy.”  So, for our entertainment and educational edification, on Monday night we will present our very first ALHA talent show!  This is a fantastic chance to show off your favorite character and see what everyone is doing.  Bring any costumes and props you need, and be prepared to have a living history show down with your peers!





ALHA Session Descriptions





Staffing Your Living History Program/Event


Kent Goff, Mississippi Valley Educational Programs


Often the most difficult aspect of putting on a living history event or establishing a program is staffing.  What are the options?  What are the strengths and weaknesses of each option?  Volunteers or professionals?  Training and costs? Kent Goff of Mississippi Valley Educational Programs will present his thoughts and answers based on 15 years of experience as a living history volunteer and professional as the basis for further discussion by the group.





What is Living History Interpretation?


John Morrow, Historic Washington State Park


Some of us planned to be living historians, some of us got here by default.  Have you ever really thought about what we are doing?  What is the interpretive part of this all about?  Here are some basic definitions, interpretive processes, and thoughts on how to organize your living history program for maximum impact on the visitor.





The Pitfalls of Costuming for Living History


Georganne Sisco, Old State House Museum


Ever wonder if you're wearing those early 19th century pants high enough? If so, then drop by this session for a look at some of the basic costuming issues (or "dos and don’ts") faced by living history interpreters at all types of sites. 





Night Court:  Reenacting Historic Events For Film


Harold Trisler, Westerners:  Park Partner of Ft. Smith NHS


This session features a showing of the DVD shot at the Fort Smith National Historic Site.  The DVD is a showcase of a living history event.  The discussion to follow will concentrate on the process of making a DVD for your site.  It would be of interest to anyone who has thought of making a DVD of their living history events.





Music and Living History: A Roundtable Discussion 


Mary Gillihan, Ozark Folk Center


Are you interpreting a character that may have been know for their singing (be it good or bad)?  Would you like to add drums or other rhythm instruments to your portrayal?  If you’ve been considering such an action, then let’s discuss how this can happen.  You don’t necessarily have to be a good singer; perhaps your character wasn’t either.  We’ll talk about the possibilities, the problems, and the addition of this part of a person’s history.  Moderator will be Mary Gillihan and music as part of living history will be the topic.





The Western Cherokees of Arkansas


David Fowler, Ft. Gibson Historic Site, OK


The Cherokee story in Arkansas began long before the Trail of Tears.  Learn a brief history of the Western Cherokee Nation in Arkansas with examples of clothing, food, and interpretation of Cherokees in the early 19th century.





Womens’ Roles for Reenacting


Kelsey Arnold, Oklahoma Historical Society 


Discover a variety of female living history issues, including what to take to a reenactment when you camp; suggestions for hiding non-period items; cooking at a reenactment; and 19th century women’s hygiene, or “the unspoken answers.”





First Person Interpretation:  


From the Laboratory to "It's ALIVE!" 


Whit Edwards, Oklahoma Historical Society


Explore the nuts and bolts of building a first-person persona and presenting programs as someone else.





Get Involved!


I know we all live busy lives and that our time is not always as plentiful as we would like.  But I need a handful of you to make the commitment to devote a little extra time and effort to this organization, with the firm belief we can accomplish our goals and that what we are trying to do is important to the state.  As we grow, the loose structure that has sufficed to keep ALHA going will become inadequate.  We need a constitution, and we need officers to take the lead.  


At our meeting on Mt. Magazine, we will agree on the structure and governance of this body.  My plea to you is to take an active role in this process.  Give thought to how this organization should be run, who should be eligible for the benefits of membership, and at what price those privileges should come.  Offer your time and talent to help this organization mature into adulthood:  take on a leadership role by running for an office or serving on a committee.





ALHA Annual Meeting at a Glance


Monday, February 19


11:00-12:20:	Business Lunch


12:30-1:50:	Kent Goff/John Morrow


2:00-3:20:              Georganne Sisco/Harold Trisler	


3:30-4:50:	David Fowler/Mary Gillihan


5:00-7:00:	Dinner


7:00-8:00:              Constitution Convention 


& Officer Elections		Constitutional convention and elections	


8:00-?:	Talent Show		





Tuesday, February 20


8:30-9:50:	Kelsey Arnold/ Whit Edwards


10:00-12:00:	Joint meeting with Arkansas 


State Parks Interpreters


12:00-1:30:	Lunch


1:30	Officers meeting








Hot Springs National Park and Mississippi Valley Educational Programs is seeking history students with an interest in Living History interpretation to train and participate in the Hot Springs National Park Walk Through History on April 27, 2007.





Format and Schedule of Events:





Living History training session 1 – February 10, 2007





This will be a full day seminar with practical exercises on developing a first person living history character and impression with the object of interpreting to the public key events in the history of the Hot Springs National Park.   Mississippi Valley Educational Programs will be conducting the training.  MVEP’s philosophy of living history is that good historians can be more easily trained to be acceptable actors than good actors can be trained to be good historians.  After the seminar, personal study and preparation is required.





Living History training session 2 – TBA





This follow up session will review session 1, focus on solving research gaps, and getting the material to “fit” in the time allowed for the presentation.  Also, we will do more practical “acting” based on the actual characters being presented.





Full Dress rehearsal – April 14, 2007





Walk through History event - Friday, April 27, 2007





9 a.m.-2 p.m. (lunch break 11:30-noon)—School groups take “Walk” and EAST Lab films each station. We will take reservations for groups; one classroom at a time will start, otherwise groups will be too large to hear and see the presentation. A new group may start every 15 minutes.





5:30-8:30 p.m.—Walk open to the general public. Reservations will be taken so there is not a significant wait time. Groups will be limited to 25-30. A costumed volunteer guide will go with each group since it will become dark and will be harder to know where to go next if not familiar with the park.





Living History Interpretive Characters Needed/Positions available:


	


Here is a list of the stations/vignettes with positions that need to be filled:





Caddo Indians—representing themselves





French fur traders


Mississippi Valley Educational Project (MVEP) members have done extensive research on this topic and have presented this many times previously. They presented at the park during a Louisiana (LA) Purchase program in 2003. The Ouachitas were widely hunted by French traders and legend has it they were in the vicinity of the hot springs. A trained living historian who has worked with MVEP in the past will present this one.  A student understudy interested in this period could be used as an assistant.





Dunbar-Hunter Expedition


Kent Goff of MVEP will present this station as Dr. Hunter. He developed this program for the LA. Purchase bicentennial and has presented it at the park as well. We have Dunbar’s journal and the published excerpts of Hunter’s journal. Examining the hot springs was the purpose of the expedition, commissioned by President Thomas Jefferson soon after the LA. Purchase was completed.





�





Quapaw Indians—representing themselves (ceded park land from 1818-removal)


 


1830s—Hiram Whittington


Hiram Whittington was an early resident of Hot Springs (1833-1863.) His letters to his brother are available in a publication of the Garland County Historical Society. This story talks about the ailments the springs were already reputed for and the conspicuous lack of mention that the government had laid claim to the springs. Instead, in 1833 he mentions that the first permanent resident had a claim to the springs. This story supports the story of the legal reservation ownership dispute that ended in the Supreme Court decision of 1876. This story would be told by Tom Yancey, one of the founders of MVEP and a professional living historian.





1851—Reservation ownership disputes began in the 1820s. 


The park has copies of proceedings from an 1851 court where depositions were taken from many about the ownership of the hot springs. Governor Rector is a possible character to tell this story, or his attorney Albert Pike.  An individual to portray either of these two men or possibly one of their staff is needed.





Civil War—Lydia Belding letters to son in Texas


Lydia Belding (whose family was also claiming ownership to the hot springs area) was a resident of Hot Springs. Her son had moved to Texas prior to the Civil War and the park has copies of her letters to him. They tell of the hardships of the times and a raid by Union Troops to their farm outside Hot Springs.  An older woman to portray Mrs. Belding is preferred for this station.





1877-78—Supreme Court settlement, Hot Springs Commission report/removal of Ral City-Shanty-town on HS Mountain-Federal troops brought in to quell rebellion


The park has copies of the depositions taken in 1878, questioning how the land settlement commission was performing, but the speakers tell about all aspects of what was going on in the bathhouse business in Hot Springs at the time. We have copies of letters of Benjamin Kelley, the superintendent of the Hot Springs Reservation. In wanting to clean the place up, he is ordered by the Interior Dept. chief to move a shantytown called “Ral City” on the hillside further from the hot springs. He also ordered removal of shanties around some of the spring bathing pools. The Ral City residents rebelled with guns, sticks, and other homemade weapons; Kelley called in federal troops from Little Rock for protection.  A physically fit male (18-40) to portray one of the soldiers who can tell the story as an outsider is preferred.  Most U.S. soldiers of this period were recent immigrants from Ireland, Germany, or eastern and southern Europe.  Alternately, a female character could portray the perspective of the Ral City residents.





1891—Free bathhouse story, story of African Americans


While African Americans were the primary workforce for the bathhouses, they were not allowed to bathe in the bathhouses on Bathhouse Row after 1891. From that time until the Crystal Bathhouse was built by an African American in 1904, African Americans had to claim to be indigent and bathe at the Government Free Bathhouse. There were never more than two African American owned and operated bathhouses at one time. Bathhouse Row became integrated in the 1960s. The park archives have this information. An African American, male or female, is preferred for this position.





1921—Name changed to National Park (Early ranger in uniform), Golden Age of Bathing — A Park staff person will portray this role.


The National Park Service published a series of booklets in the 1980s on the history of the uniform so we could get an accurate copy made and have early photos to see accoutrements. Congress changing the name to “National Park” is central to our story and this occurred during the peak years of the bathing business. 





1935—Great Depression, baths putting tubs off-line/Camp Garraday Transient Camp—Park archives sources.  Janice Percefull is the tentative presenter, but an understudy would be useful.


The Great Depression had an immediate effect on the bathhouses in that with fewer bathers, the managers asked to take some tubs off-line to reduce their costs per month. The bathhouses on Bathhouse Row paid a tub fee instead of a rent. The Depression also led to many without funds coming for baths at “The American Spa” because they knew about the Government Free Bathhouse. Subsequently, the transient camp was built to house them. We have an oral history of someone who worked in the Public Health Service venereal disease clinic that was in the building with the Government Free Bathhouse.





1946—World War II—Boom of Bathing, Army-Navy Hospital use 


The end of the war brought increased activity to Hot Springs. The Army-Navy General Hospital used hot spring water for treatments and was a relocation center for the military. Since travel was restricted during the war, many came for baths at its end and the bathhouses gave more baths in 1946 than any other year. This story might be told by a local resident who worked at the hospital at that time, or a living history nurse and/or “patient.”





1962-present—Bathhouse closures, modern medicines, Fordyce reopens, exploring leasing, rehab & current leasing program—Park staff person and possibly a former bathhouse employee will present this part of the program.





General Information:





Q:  How is a living history program not merely a dramatic performance? How do the humanities scholars interact with the audience during the presentation?





A:  First person is the most demanding style of presentation, where the interpreter takes on the persona and role of a historical character, actual or a "typical" composite persona.  Elements include: period accurate clothing and other items of material culture; the ability to discuss a character’s period (social, economic, religious, and technical aspects along with other knowledge expected of the person being portrayed); the ability to accurately express the ideals, prejudices, superstitions, etc. of the period; and the ability to perform the program in such a way as to make the learning points desired to the public in a memorable and entertaining way. At the end of the first person presentation, the presenter can step out of character to answer questions. This allows the audience to ask questions about something mentioned in the presentation (like the props, etc.).





Q:   But I am a history undergrad/graduate student, not an actor, how am I to play a role? I can’t memorize a huge script.





A:  This program is content oriented, not performance oriented.  The training sessions and rehearsals will give you the tools needed to make a respectable performance as an actor, but your knowledge of the period and events will be what the visitors remember.  While each station will have a model script that helps ensure the teaching/interpretive objectives for each station are covered, the audience will expect, and be most impressed, by the ability of the interpreter to answer questions on the period.  A script cannot cover that, but only a well-trained historian.  





Q:  What do I get out of this program as an intern?





A:  MVEP and the NPS staff will do our part for your credited internship.   The training sessions and the event will provide a hands-on experience in the use of living history as an interpretive tool and experience in putting on an event like this one.  A Humanities Council grant has been awarded that will allow some small payments for expenses.





Q:  How do I apply?





A:  Contact your advisor about setting up an internship.    Then contact Gail Sears at the NPS in Hot Springs phone#, email, or Kent Goff of MVEP at 870-588-1406 or email at � HYPERLINK "mailto:arkdepot@hotmail.com" ��arkdepot@hotmail.com�.  





About Mississippi Valley Educational Programs:





MVEP exists to provide parks, museums, schools, community organizations, and other groups with the highest quality living history programs, consultation, and living history training for volunteers and educational professionals in the art and science of historical impressions. Founded in 1996 by Kent Goff, Tom Yancey, and Derek Clements, MVEP members have a combined total of over thirty years of living history experience. MVEP was chosen to prepare the scripts for the presentations and present some of them because of their quality presentations in the past and knowledge and experience in living history. They will work with the less experienced volunteers to bring them to a level of competence to be able to give a good presentation and to lead the audience into a discussion at the end of the presentation.
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Meet the Members!





Ozark Tales of Courtin’ and Spoonin’


By The Widow Wilcox of Rattlesnake Ridge





A living history presentation of the herbs and sparking customs of the people of the Ozark Mountains.





�





The Widow Wilcox likes to go on about how folks used yarbs to get along way back at the turn of the century.  The widder moved to Rattlesnake Ridge with her family when she was just a little ‘un.  They came with everything to start a new homestead packed on a wooden wagon drawn by two gray mules.





The Widow Wilcox travels around on foot now, gathering plants from forest, field, and garden.  She doctors neighbors with the rheumatiz, ringworm and the seven year itch, and performs the granny woman chores, delivering babies and making the dead ready for buryin’.





She loves to visit about meetin’ her feller and how they got sweet on each other.  Her sorghum spoon is always with her and in her apron pocket is the very same vanilla bean her old pa gave her when she came of courtin’ age.  Folks don’t have to work as hard to get together these days.  Reckon it is a good thing to hear an old woman remember how it was.  The widder has always got a basket full of good smellin’ herbs and a story to tell about every one.





Tina Wilcox works at the Ozark Folk Center in Mt. View





Hot Springs National Park Walk Through History, April 27, 2007


Opportunities for History Internships (Living History and Interpretation)
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