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2010 Conference

Living History:  Stepping Out of Your Comfort Zone

February 26-28 Pocahontas, Arkansas

It’s time for the Arkansas Living History Association’s annual conference!  This year’s offering should be our boldest and best yet.  We’re continuing with last year’s successful format by offering pre-workshops followed by a day and a half of sessions, business meetings, and banquets.  But for the first time, attendees registering for the full conference and staying at the host hotel will have all of their meals provided from the opening reception on Friday night until we say good bye on Sunday.  All of this will be done without a significant increase in our already very reasonable registration fee.   
The conference committee—in conjunction with our partners in the Pocahontas Chamber of Commerce, Randolph County Museum, Arkansas State Parks, and city and county officials—has put together quite a program for this year’s conference.  We’ll enjoy the backdrop of historic courthouses and buildings, a quaint downtown, museum galleries, and one of Arkansas’s first town sites.  Our workshops and sessions will cover a diversity of topics, while participants will have numerous networking opportunities.  And we’ll top it all off with a grand awards banquet where everyone can wear their favorite period outfit and dance the night away!
To make this conference a success, we’re asking for your help this year.  First, food for the welcome reception Friday night will be potluck, so bring your favorite period dishes to share.  Second we will be holding a silent auction on Saturday night.  Please bring items for the auction to the welcome reception Friday night.
Lodging Information

The official conference hotel is the Days Inn Suites Pocahontas.  Rooms are $70 +tax, and include continental breakfast.  Please tell them you are with the Arkansas Living History Association when you book your room.  Reservations can be made at 870-892-9500.  Shuttles will be available from the hotel to meeting sites
Camping is available 10 miles from Pocahontas at Historic Davidsonville State Park (870.892.4708), and 22 miles from Pocahontas at Lake Charles State Park (870-878-6595).
Scholarship Information

ALHA will be offering two scholarships to this year’s conference.  Scholarships will cover all registration fees for the conference and workshops.  Scholarship recipients will also be asked to supply an article for the spring 2009 ALHA newsletter.  Scholarship recipients must be members of ALHA, or must become members upon acceptance.  To apply, please e-mail Ian Beard (ian@arkansasheritage.org) the following information by January 15:

1. Reason for wanting to attend the conference 

2. Reason for needing assistance 

3. Current area of study (students) or current position 

4. Year in school or length of time in position 

5. Complete address, phone number, and email address 

Conference Registration

Please mail registration form along with payment to: 

Kristyn Watts, ALHA Secretary

PO Box 93

Powhatan. AR  72458
Please use the blanks on the right hand side of the page to enter the amount for each item you wish to register for.
Full Conference Fee

Includes three meals:  Friday night reception, lunch Saturday, and banquet Saturday night
Before February 1:  $30



      

      ___

After February 1:  $40




      

      ___

Single Day Conference Fee

Before February 1:     




   

Saturday Day (Includes Lunch):  $20

      

      ___
Saturday Night (Includes Dinner):  $15
      

      ___
Sunday:  $10




      

      ___

After February 1:     




   


Saturday Day (Includes Lunch):  $25



      ___
Saturday Night (Includes Dinner):  $20


      ___
Sunday:  $15




     
 
      ___

Pre-Conference Workshops
February 1 deadline to register; see conference schedule for workshop details and price
Please rank your top three workshop choices.  If your first choice is a full day workshop, only include that amount in your payment.  If you plan to do both an AM and PM half day workshop, include the amount for each.
1. ________________________________________________





       ___
2. ________________________________________________





       ___
3. ________________________________________________
Optional box lunch with workshop:  $7 







      ___
2010 ALHA Membership

(To check your 2010 membership status, e-mail kristyn.watts@arkansas.gov)

Individual: $12






 ___  

The member shall have full voting privileges
 in the ALHA as a general member.







Institutional: $50





___
This includes 5 members with full voting privileges. 




$10 per additional member over the first 5.






Number of Additional members X $10


___

Total Amount Enclosed





 
              

Add monetary values for each item selected above.  Make Checks payable to ALHA.

                 ___
Name: ________________________________________________________________________                                                                                                                                   

Institution/Group:_______________________________________________________________                                                                                                                              

Position: ______________________________________________________________________                                                                                                 

Street: ________________________________________________________________________                                                                                                                                     

City, State, ZIP: _________________________________________________________________                                                                                                                        

Phone: ______________________
Email: __________________________________________                                                                         

FAX: _______________________
Web site: ________________________________________________                     
2010 ALHA Conference Schedule
Friday, February 26

Pre-Workshops

Workshops will be held at Powhatan Historic State Park, Historic Davidsonville State Park, and downtown Pocahontas.  Registration must be received by February 1 to participate in the workshops.  Please rank your workshop preference on the conference registration form.  If your preferred workshop does not have enough people to make, we will assign you to your next workshop choice.  With the exception of the cooking workshop, lunch is not provided as part of the cost.  You may order a box lunch by indicating so on the registration form, or bring your own lunch.  In most cases, food will not be easily available nearby.    
9:00 am – 4:00 pm:
Full Day Pre-Workshops
Cooking Workshop

David Fowler

Site Director George M. Murrell Home, Oklahoma Historical Society

Fire preparations, cooking equipment, 19th century recipes including military and civilian, American Indian food and their influence on American cooking, 19th century preservation of food, cleaning and care of cooking equipment, and setting up a food program for living history.  Participants will receive hands on experience as they cook themselves lunch and help prepare food for the welcome reception.   

$15 per person

Making History Come Alive: Developing a First Person Presentation
Doug Kidd
Instructor

This in depth workshop will cover the basic skills needed to do effective living history interpretation.  This workshop is a requirement for those interested in ALHA certification.  

$15 per person.

9:00 am – 12:00 pm:
Morning Pre-Workshops
Buttons and Buttonholes

Kristyn Watts
Park Interpreter, Powhatan Historic State Park
In this half-day workshop, instruction will be given on sewing buttonholes and creating several types of period-correct buttons.

$10 per person

The Basics of Fingerweaving 
Matt Reed 
Curator of American Indian Collections, Oklahoma Museum of History 
Participants will learn the basic skills, tools, and materials needed to fingerweave.  As part of this they will learn to create their own fingerwoven garters.
$5 per person
1:00 – 4:00 pm:

Afternoon Pre-Workshops
AHPP Overview & Walking Tour of Pocahontas Commercial Historic District
Rachel Silva
Preservation Outreach Coordinator, Arkansas Historic Preservation Program
Powerpoint presentation on AHPP’s programs and services, including information on the National Register of Historic Places, rehabilitation tax credits, grants, Main Street Arkansas, etc., and a walking tour of the newly NR-listed Pocahontas Commercial Historic District.

Free

Historic Shepherding –From Sheep to Shawl
Steve & Tracy Riddle 

Historic Site Proprietors, Henke-Buck Historic Homestead
I talk about the history of sheep, sheepdogs and the Shepherds who use them; the importance of sheep and their wool in the development of countries. I explain and show how the communication develops between Shepherd and dog. I will bring my sheep & dogs for demonstration.  My wife demonstrates from raw wool to a finished shawl, including carding, spinning and weaving. She will also have a supply of our wool, soaps & lotions from our farm.
$20 per person.
4:00 – 6:00 pm 

Check-in at Hotel

5:45 pm


Transportation from Hotel

6:00 – 9:00 pm

ALHA Welcome Reception and Historic Dance Workshop
Bring your favorite period snack to share in this potluck style reception.  The cooking pre-workshop participants will also be providing some of their finished products for everyone to sample.  A historic dance workshop will be available for all who wish to participate.
Old Randolph County Courthouse
ALHA Swap Meet

Bring your gear that’s collecting dust, promote your business or organization, and peddle your homemade good.  This is your opportunity to buy, sell, or trade your goods and promote your businesses.  
Old Randolph County Courthouse
8:00 – 9:00 pm

Transportation to Hotel

9:00 pm


Hospitality Room Open





Days Inn

Saturday, February 27

7:30 am


Transportation from Hotel

8:00 – 9:00 am

Concurrent Sessions

Special Problems in Living History 

Billy Nations

Chief Interpreter, Historic Washington State Park

How to handle “problem” visitors, safety issues in working with the public, etc.  This session is a requirement for apprentice level ALHA certification.
Randolph County Museum
Documenting Rural African Americans in Arkansas 

Debra A. Reid

Eastern Illinois University

Material evidence abounds to document rural African American experiences in the rural South. The session provides an overview of the rich secondary literature that interprets rural southern black experiences since Reconstruction. It then shifts to a discussion of primary evidence – oral, textual, photographic, and material – that exists in the Mississippi River Valley generally, including Arkansas. The session will conclude with an overview of methods of material culture analysis that can help living historians tell even more engaging stories about rural minority Arkansas.

Old Randolph County Courthouse First Floor
9:00 – 9:15 am

Break

Old Randolph County Courthouse First Floor
9:15 – 10:15 am

Concurrent Sessions

Risky Business: Successful Marketing for History Museums

Cody Jolliff 

Historical Interpreter Fort Gibson Historic Site, Oklahoma Historical Society 

Program will explore Strategic Marketing Plans, Public Relations, Promotions & Advertising and Modern Applications for your museum or historic sites special events. Learn about new inexpensive technologies in marketing such as social networking sites, on-line advertising and more!  

Randolph County Museum
Interpreting Rural African Americans in Arkansas 

Debra A. Reid

Eastern Illinois University

How can living historians use the rich data documenting rural African American history in Arkansas?  This session focuses on prioritizing the themes historians have identified and fleshing them out with textual and material evidence and personal stories. Formative evaluation can be used to gather visitor interests, but visitors may convey uninformed opinions. Program planning should build on visitor interests and include minority perspectives. Session attendees will put the prescription to work by constructing a “step-by-step scenario” either based on participant interests or using case studies provided by Reid. The SbSS will include goals and objectives, human interests stories tied to material evidence and specific activities to make the story meaningful and relevant.

Old Randolph County Courthouse First Floor
10:15 – 10:30 am

Break

Old Randolph County Courthouse First Floor
10:30 – 11:30 am

Concurrent Sessions

How to market yourself to festivals & events throughout Arkansas
Katie McManners

Past President, Arkansas Festivals & Events Association

Many festivals and events throughout Arkansas are looking for talent such as yours to incorporate into their programs.  Learn how membership in the Arkansas Festivals & Events Association can help you expand your reach.

Randolph County Museum
The Bowie Knife and the South
Bill Worthen

Director, Historic Arkansas Museum

The bowie knife (aka Arkansas toothpick) was a prominent, perhaps notorious, accoutrement to the South in the antebellum period.  This presentation will chronicle the role the knife played in the image of Arkansas and the South.

Old Randolph County Courthouse First Floor
11:30 – 11:45 am

Break

Old Randolph County Courthouse First Floor
11:45 am – 12:45 pm
Concurrent Sessions

How to market yourself to festivals & events throughout Arkansas
Katie McManners

Past President, Arkansas Festivals & Events Association

Many festivals and events throughout Arkansas are looking for talent such as yours to incorporate into their programs.  Learn how membership in the Arkansas Festivals & Events Association can help you expand your reach.

Randolph County Museum
Historic Preservation IS Living History
Vanessa McKuin

Executive Director, Historic Preservation Alliance of Arkansas

Rhea Roberts

Preserve America Community Agent, Historic Preservation Alliance of Arkansas

This presentation will explore the ways in which preservation of our historic and cultural resources in Arkansas enriches interpretation and the historic landscape of our state and the tools available to promote preservation of important sites.
Old Randolph County Courthouse First Floor
12:45 – 2:00 pm

Business Lunch and District Meetings
The annual ALHA business meeting will be conducted over lunch, including the 2010 officer elections.  Sit with your ALHA district during the meeting and find out what is going on in your neck of the woods.  Lunch is provided with conference registration.   





Old Randolph County Courthouse
2:00 – 3:00 pm

Concurrent Sessions

Fearless Grant Writing
Jama Best

Senior Program Officer, Arkansas Humanities Council

Session will cover general information regarding grant writing, specifics as to the grant initiatives offered through the Arkansas Humanities Council, and “do’s and don’ts” in preparing successful proposals.  

Randolph County Museum
Arkansas in the U.S-Mexican War, 1846-48
William A. Frazier
Author, “Ready, Booted & Spurred: Arkansas and the U.S.-Mexican War”
A look at Arkansas’ military involvement in the U.S.-Mexican War, and its effects on the state in the antebellum years.
Old Randolph County Courthouse First Floor
3:00 – 4:00 pm

Transportation to Hotel, Change in to Period Clothing
4:00 pm


Transportation from Hotel for Site Visits and Banquet
4:30 – 5:30 pm

Historic Davidsonville State Park Visit
Davidsonville was established in 1815, and the town included the Arkansas Territory's first post office, courthouse and land office. Bypassed by the Southwest Trail, an overland route from St. Louis to the border of Mexico, the town faded by the 1830s. Today, archeologists are uncovering remarkable finds of streets, foundations and objects that tell a fascinating story of life on the Arkansas frontier following the Louisiana Purchase. 
5:30 pm


Transportation from Davidsonville to Powhatan

6:00 – 7:00 pm

Powhatan Historic State Park Visit

In 1888, high on a hill overlooking the busy riverfront, an Italianate-style courthouse was built from bricks made on site. Dramatically, the courthouse was placed high atop the first rocky ridge at the eastern edge of the Ozarks. The two-story courthouse was erected on the foundation of the original courthouse, completed in 1873, that burned in 1885.  Along with the 1888 courthouse, the park features the historic Powhatan Jail, the circa 1850 Ficklin-Imboden House, circa 1887 Commercial Building and circa 1890 Powhatan Male and Female Academy, a unique two-room schoolhouse. All on the National Register of Historic Places, these structures tell the story of this important 1800s Black River port that was the chief shipping point for a large territory.
7:00 – 9:30 pm

Awards Banquet, Silent Auction, and ALHA Ball

Wear your favorite living history gear for dinner and dancing in the 1888 Powhatan Courthouse.  ALHA Awards will be presented along with the people’s choice contest for best outfit.  Bring items for the first annual ALHA silent auction, on-going throughout the evening.  And don’t forget your best shoes for a historic dance!   
9:30 pm


Transportation to Hotel
10:00 pm


Hospitality Room Opens




Days Inn
Sunday, February 28

7:30 am


Transportation from Hotel

8:00 – 10:15 am

Concurrent Sessions

Research for Living Historians 

Josh Williams

Curator, Historic Washington State Park

How to conduct good academic research to support programs and how to write an annotated bibliography.  This session is a requirement for apprentice level ALHA certification.

Randolph County Museum
Arts in Education:  Using arts to teach core curriculum frameworks 

Melinda LaFevers

Arkansas Arts in Education & Arts on Tour Educator

This session will look at how subjects are linked to each other, and how art & craft activities may be used to teach core curriculum frameworks.  The primary emphasis will be on frontier/pioneer activities.

Old Randolph County Courthouse Second Floor
8:00 – 9:00 am

Concurrent Session
Interpretation Using Living History Characters
Richard Spilman

Museum Program Assistant, Lower White River Museum

The use of living history characters in interpretation can be an effective tool in communicating the overall theme of your historic site.  Join Museum Program Assistant Richard Spilman to receive some helpful tips at using living history characters in programs with resources from some well-known interpretive sources.

Old Randolph County Courthouse First Floor
9:00 – 9:15 am

Break

Old Randolph County Courthouse First Floor
9:15 – 10:15 am

Concurrent Sessions

Chickens 1700-1900 
Seth Goff
Mississippi Valley Educational Programs 
Chickens are frontier settlers too!  Seth Goff will discuss the now rare historic breeds of chickens brought by settlers to the Americas, how they were kept, and the role of this common "yardbird" in the daily lives of people.  Seth will also discuss his experiences in using live chickens in living history programs, and how to keep them healthy and safe on the homestead today. 
Old Randolph County Courthouse First Floor
10:15 – 10:30 am

Break

Old Randolph County Courthouse First Floor
10:30 – 11:30 am

Concurrent Sessions

I knew  you when you were alive: Tales of the Crypt Programs
Martha Siler 

Executive Director of Clayton House and Co-founder  of HIstorytellers 

Leita Spears

Co-founder of HIstorytellers

When Van Buren’s Fairview Cemetery needed funds to help restore monuments, they turned to the Historical Interpretation program at University of Arkansas Fort Smith for help with building a living history program for fundraising. Tales of the Crypt just celebrated its fourth year. This workshop will give tips on starting and building your own Tales of the Crypt program from grant sources to crowd control.

Randolph County Museum
Footwear 1500-1945 
Kent Goff 
Mississippi Valley Educational Programs 
Did you know that how to tie your shoes has changed?  This dramatic change in technique occurred in the 1830s, right during Arkansas statehood era.  Find out about the details in this seminar.  Kent Goff, who has been making period footwear since 1995, takes you on a historical tour of shoes - men’s', women’s', and children’s', for over 400 years of fashion.  Probably one of the most overlooked details of proper historical costume, this seminar will show you numerous examples of surviving shoes and period drawings to help you select the "correct" footwear for your period, class, and function.  Kent will also show you how shoes are made, repaired, and how to properly care for your historic footwear to make it more comfortable, waterproof, and long-lasting. 
Old Randolph County Courthouse First Floor
Arkansas Wildlife: Look, Learn, Feel
Steve Dunlap

Northwest Region Education Coordinator, Arkansas Game & Fish Commission

Arkansas wildlife is an extremely important element that drives the direction of the state’s history.  Look at the biodiversity of wildlife from the 18th & 19th century.  Learn the changes wildlife populations have made, including today.  Feel examples of popular species.

Old Randolph County Courthouse Second Floor
11:30 – 11:45 am

Break

Old Randolph County Courthouse First Floor
11:45 am – 12:45 pm
Concurrent Sessions

All About ALHFAM

Ian Beard

Living History Coordinator, Old State House Museum 

ALHFAM SPAM Committee Member

The Association of Living History, Farm, and Agriculture Museums is an international organization dedicated to the use of living history interpretation and interactive programming.  As such, there is quite a bit ALHFAM offers that would be of interest to ALHA members.  Learn more about this great organization, and the 2011 joint ALHA, Mountain Plains ALHFAM, and Southeast ALHFAM conference in Little Rock.        
Randolph County Museum
Arkansas Living History Association Certification:  Q & A and Journeyman Level Opportunity

ALHA Standards and Practices Committee

Did you know that the Arkansas Living History Association offers a certification process to its members?  Find out more about this helpful program, and begin working on your own certification.  Any members who wish to fulfill requirements for journeyman level certification should contact the committee beforehand to set up a performance. 

Old Randolph County Courthouse First Floor
What’s Cookin’: Food Programming for Living History  
David Fowler

Site Director George M. Murrell Home, Oklahoma Historical Society

Developing food programs for your site or event. Learn the importance of food interpretation at any program.  Dave will use three of his food programs as examples:  19th century Military Foods, WW2 Submarine Cuisine, and Foodways on a Cherokee Plantation.  Topics will cover recipes, cooking utensils, and other aspects of the trade.

Old Randolph County Courthouse Second Floor
12:45 pm


Conference Concludes

