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Purpose:  To encourage higher standards of living history performances, recognize ALHA members’ efforts, and to assist educators, parks and museum staff, living history event sponsors, and others in identifying quality living historians that are historically/factually accurate and skilled in public performance designed to educate the public.

Background:  People looking for characters or presenters for a living history event, or educators seeking living historians to come to their classroom often have a hard time finding a quality presenter who they can rely upon to be historically accurate and skilled in public presentation.  Most experienced living historians can judge other living history performers by the virtue of experience, but the general public cannot.  Additionally, some living history hobbyists have based their characters and history more upon Hollywood movies or have learned essentially 2nd or 3rd hand from other living historians (in re-enactment groups) and have not mastered the primary historical sources and research skills.  The Arkansas Living History Association in seeking to promote better living history performance, research, and accuracy, desires to recognize those living historians who have mastered the skills of an educational and entertaining performance.  And since a well-researched and skilled performance of one character does not automatically translate into the skilled performance of another character in another time period without work, the Association will be certifying each living history performance separately.

Certification Committee:


The President will appoint members to the certification committee as needed to maintain the committee’s duties of processing member’s applications for certifications.  Membership of the committee will include the District Representatives as well to ensure that the committee is responsive to the membership.


The Certification Committee will maintain the records of certification along with the Secretary, notify the board and newsletter chairperson of awarded certifications, and update/adjust certification processes and standards as required, such as format of applications and performance procedures.

Process and levels to be awarded:

Apprentice

All members desiring certification will start at the apprentice level.  Achieving the apprentice level requires the member complete the following sessions (or their equivalent) at a state or district workshop:

1.  Living History 101 – at least 4 classroom hours in the basics of living history.

2. Research for Living Historians – How to conduct good academic research to support programs and how to write an annotated bibliography (2 classroom hours.)

3. Special Problems in Living History – How to handle “problem” visitors, safety issues in working with the public, etc.  1 classroom hour.
Apprentice level by application:

A member who thinks that he/she is qualified as an apprentice by experience, formal education, other training, or other qualifications may apply to be certified at the apprentice level by submitting an application to the certification committee for review.  The committee will examine the applicant’s submission, and if the majority of the committee agrees that the applicant substantially meets the standards for apprenticeship, the grade of apprentice will be awarded.  The certification committee will make available on the web site a copy of the application.  If the committee should deny the application, the denial will note which required apprentice classes the prospective apprentice did not validate by application.
Journeyman

Any member of the Arkansas Living History Association who desires to be certified as a journeyman level in a 1st or 3rd person living history performance will submit an application packet as follows.  Current application forms and examples of bibliographies will be maintained on the ALHA web site.  Packet due dates will be published in the ALHA newsletter and on the web site for announced certification dates.


1.  A completed application form stating the ALHA member’s name, contact information, and desired date for being evaluated (ALHA state or district meeting or event.) 


2.  A completed performance form that includes the educational purposes, target audience, program synopsis, and character/demonstration details.  If the applicant has been performing the character publicly already, references are desired, but not required.


3.  An annotated bibliography (any acceptable academic format) listing the primary and secondary sources used in developing the character or demonstration, material culture (clothing and tools used in the program), and other relevant material.  Un-sourced web sites are not acceptable historical sources.


4.  A performance of the living history character before a review board consisting of 3 to 5 ALHA members designated by the Certification committee.  The review board should include a member of the Education committee and a general member of the ALHA if possible.  The Education committee representative should make specific notes during the evaluations with a view to planning training workshops at other ALHA meetings to improve weaknesses noted during the evaluations.


a. The applicant must perform the program desired for certification before the review board.  There are no exceptions to this requirement.

b.  Following the presentation (which may be limited to 10-15 minutes to ensure all certifications are given fair hearing), the applicant will be asked questions about the presentation, the applicant’s historical research, knowledge of safety hazards and mitigation techniques, or questions on how to deal with possible problems that may occur during a presentation (such as hecklers, “odd” people, etc.)


c. The applicant should bring key historical sources to the evaluation.  Any unpublished primary sources (letters, diaries, etc.) that are central to the presentation must be brought (copies acceptable) to the evaluation for examination by the review board.


5.  After the applicant’s performance and question and answer session, the review board will use a checklist to evaluate the applicant’s packet, bibliography, and performance to award a certification by majority vote.  The certification checklist will include an evaluation of the historical content of the presentation, educational effectiveness, interest or entertainment value, and the presentation skills of the applicant.  A current copy of the certification checklist will be maintained on the ALHA web site for reference by applicants.  

6.  The review board will discuss the applicant’s performance and references in the absence of the applicant, and make specific comments on both strengths and weaknesses on the evaluation form to assist the applicant in improving his impression.  The applicant will then be informed of the board’s decision, and a copy of the evaluation will be provided at the earliest time.

Master Level

A member desiring the Master level of certification will complete the apprentice and journeyman levels plus the following:

a.  Complete the certification process for a second living history program as prescribed for the journeyman level.

b. Successfully teach at least 4 classroom hours of the Apprentice level classes and 4 hours of other elective seminars at the state or district meeting level.  All classes must have supporting documentation as described for the program certification – i.e. bibliography, good sources, etc.  
 The Secretary of the Association will retain copies of the evaluations and awarded certifications in the files of association.  The Secretary will forward certifications to the web site master for inclusion in the member’s profile.   A list of performers and certifications will be maintained for reference and certifications will be listed on the member’s records.

Revocation of a member’s certification will be for cause using the same procedures as a revocation of membership.

All previous certifications previous to April 2009 will be noted at the “journeyman level” and credit towards “master level” teaching requirements will be accepted for the 2007-2010 state meetings.
Arkansas Living History Association
Apprentice Certification Application 

(for apprentice certification by application only)

          Version 1.0

Name/Address/email of Applicant _______________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

 ALHA membership since:  _____________________________________________

ALHA apprentice classes taken (when/where): 

Living History 101 __________________________________________ 

Special Problems in Living History: _______________________________

Basic Research: __________________________________________

Other ALHA classes taken: ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

ALHA Classes TAUGHT: _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Other certifications (NAI, safety, etc.):

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Education level/degrees: 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Living History Experience:  

General description (narrative):

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Events:

Name/period




Supervisor



Role (1st/3rd)
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Certification Board members: _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Certified : Y/N

Scores:

Living History 101 experience  and training:   ________ 

Special Problems experience and training: ________ 

Research experience and training _______ 

Suggestions to improve skills before journeyman test:

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Arkansas Living History Association
Journeyman Certification Application 

          Version 2.0

Name/Address/email of Applicant _______________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

Date completed ALHA apprentice certification:  _____________________________________________

ALHA member since: _____________________________________________

Brief Description of Character/Program/Time period to be certified: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Is this a First Person presentation? ___________________________________

Purpose of presentation (teaching points, key facts) 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Target audience(s) (Age, educational level, general public, etc):

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Have you performed this character/program in public before?  Where, when, for whom?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Mandatory Attachment – Annotated Bibliography of sources used to create your character/program and the material culture (clothing, tools, etc.) used.  Any unpublished primary sources (letters, diaries, etc.) that are central to the presentation must be brought (copies acceptable) to the evaluation for examination by the review board.

Optional Attachments – Character worksheets, photos, reviews of your work, or other material you think the certification board would find helpful.  No testimonial letters please.

Desired date of certification appearance: ___________________________________________

Actual Certification Date appearance: _______________________________________________

Additional Space:
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Certification Board members: _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Certified : Y/N

Scores:

Research quality:   ________ of 100  (70 is “average”)

Meets teaching/facts presented points: ________ of 100

Presentation/Acting skills: _______ of 50

Answering questions: ________ of 50

Total score __________

Suggestions to improve this character/program:

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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