Arkansas Living History Association

2009 Conference 
“Living History: Putting It All Together” 
February 15-17 DeGray Lake Resort State Park
Thank you to our conference partners, Arkansas State Parks and DeGray Lake Resort, for hosting ALHA’s 2009 conference in conjunction with the ASP Winter Interpretive Workshop.  Also thank you to the Old State House Museum for sponsoring the ALHA website and to the Department of Arkansas Heritage for sponsoring snacks and coffee in the meeting rooms.  
We have asked our members in the past what they expected to receive from their membership.  The most common answer was one version or another of “how do I?”  For this year’s annual conference, we have worked to answer this question.  From the hands-on skills in our pre-workshops to the variety of living history topics featured in our sessions, we hope you find the “how do I?” that lets you put it all together.  

Sunday, February 15

9:00 am – 7:00 pm:
Registration table Open





Lodge Lobby

9:00 am – 4:00 pm:  
Full Day Pre-Workshop
Cooking 

David Fowler

Fire preparations, cooking equipment, 19th century recipes including military and civilians (participants will cook them selves’ lunch), American Indian food and their influence on American cooking, 19th century preservation of food, cleaning and care of cooking equipment, and setting up a food program for living history.   

Caddo Bend Pavilion #1
9:00 am – 12:00 pm:  
Morning Pre-Workshops

Blacksmithing

Billy Nations

We’ll be taking turns after demo on making S hooks and such for campfire accessories.

Caddo Bend Pavilion #2
Hand Sewing

Kristyn Watts

Learn a few of the basic stitches needed to sew period clothing, along with the construction of buttonholes and cloth covered buttons.

Heron Room, DeGray Lodge

1:00 pm – 4:00 pm:  
Afternoon Pre-Workshops

Dyeing

Debrah Browning

We will dye with natural fabrics and natural dyes, discuss mordants as well as the dye products and the difference in the type of kettles used, copper brass, iron, tin, porcelain, etc.

Caddo Bend Pavilion #2
Black Powder Small Arms:  Care & Safety

Randall B. Watts, Supt Lake Charles State Park

This will be a hands-on, presentation for persons interested in performing firing demonstrations for visitors at parks and historic sites.  We will cover the safe handling of black powder, conducting the demonstrations and proper weapons maintenance.  We can also address issues of interest to participants.  We will conduct blank firing exercises, so participants should bring their period firearm, appropriate accouterments, and clothing made from natural fibers/materials.  A limited number of loaner weapons and gear will be available.  Black powder and percussion caps will be provided.  Do not bring black powder or caps onto state park grounds.

Heron Room, DeGray Lodge
7:00 pm – 10:00 pm:  
Evening Pre-Workshop ($10 on-site registration will be accepted)

Period Dance

Josh Williams

Period dancing is a great tool to teach the modern person about historical events and leisure activities of the past. Learn this and other common dances of the mid-19th century, including favorites such as the Virginia Reel, Patti-cake Polka, and more. Dance experience is not required for this workshop.

Heron Room, DeGray Lodge
Monday, February 16
8:00am – 10:00am:

Registration Table Open




Lodge Lobby
9:30 – 10:30 am:  

Concurrent Sessions
Meet the Planner: A Look at 19th Century Event Decoration

Georganne Sisco, Education Director, Old State House Museum

Looking for a period-appropriate 19th century wedding centerpiece? Need to recreate an impressive state funeral? Come to this session and find simple, practical solutions on how to decorate for a period event and where to find the latest information and resources to help you achieve that timely look. 


Eagle Room
Finding Living History!: Searching for Resources to Support the Development of a Living History Program 

Josh Williams, Curator of Historic Washington State Park

What are sources at your fingertips that can help you with a living history program? Where do you look to find period sources? Come and learn about a variety of online resources and institutional materials that can be used to help create your favorite living history program. Learn about different search engines and databases that can help you find the rare and hard-to-find information you are looking for. 


Heron Room
Arkansas Weapons Laws and the Living Historian 

Kent Goff, Mississippi Valley Educational Programs 

Randall Watts, Superintendent Lake Charles State Park

Target audience (no pun) – Those Living Historians who use sharp objects and things that go “boom.”  Yes, many of our beloved toys are considered deadly weapons under Arkansas and Federal Laws, and are thus subject to laws and regulations that can make you a felon.  Is it legal to bring weapons to school presentations? Public Parks? Yes it is, but you need to know the rules on this and other subjects.  For example, Arkansas makes no exception for antique weapons; the 16th century matchlock is the same as the most modern rifle under the law.  Knives, axes, swords, and other it items are also considered weapons with laws regulating there transport and use.  There are over 20,000 laws on firearms and weapons in the United States, and ignorance is no excuse.

DeGray Room

10:45 – 11:45 am:  

Concurrent Sessions
American Indian Fingerweaving
Matt Reed, Curator of American Indian Collection, Oklahoma History Center

Using museum artifacts, period photographs, historical paintings, and contemporary pieces, Matt Reed will compare and contrast between Osage/Quapaw and Southeastern fingerweaving.  Fingerweaving techniques, a history of fingerweaving among American Indians, and the uses of fingerweaving are also topics of discussion.
Eagle Room

Early 18th Century French Colonial Clothing

Steve Dunlap, Arkansas Game and Fish Commission

The French culture is the original European country to settle lower Louisiana.  We will look at the fabrics, patterns and clothes.  This will help you enhance your interpretation of this time period.  Yes guys can sew too.  

Heron Room
Special Problems in Living History Presentations 
Kent Goff, Mississippi Valley Educational Programs (Moderator)
Target Audience – Beginning and advanced living historians.  How do I cover an “R rated” subject with a “G” audience?  How do I handle hecklers and crazies?  How do you deal with controversial subjects in living history presentations?  This hands-on seminar will discuss and practice how to handle difficult topics and situations.  Bring your own problems and we will try to solve them as a group, living history problems that is, (all others - seek qualified professional help!)

DeGray Room

11:45 am – 1:00 pm:
Lunch on your own
1:00 – 2:00 pm

Concurrent Sessions
Arkansas Civil War Sesquicentennial Commission Update

Mark Christ, Community Outreach Director, AHPP

I will present an update on the activities of the Arkansas Civil War Sesquicentennial Commission.


Eagle Room
Don’t Stereotype Us! Interpreting American Indian History

David Fowler, Historic Interpreter Fort Gibson Historic Site

Matt Reed, Curator of American Indian Collection, Oklahoma History Center

This session is designed to help break down stereotypical portrayal of American Indians.  Subjects covered will include the basics of living history and exhibit interpretation. There will be a question and answer session along with personal experiences of the presenters. This session will be beneficial for anyone that is involved in or planning exhibits and living history that relate to American Indian History. 

Heron Room
Living History Certification Q&A

Kent Goff, Mississippi Valley Educational Programs 

Education Committee Members

Target Audience – Living Historians considering ALHA certification.  A quick overview of the certification process, how to prepare, and why we should use this ALHA program to improve our Living History craft.  We can all continuously improve, and this ALHA initiative will encourage the growth of really good and accurate living history presentations in our state.
DeGray Room

2:15 – 3:15 pm:  

District Meetings

ALHA is divided into regions based on Arkansas’s four congressional districts.  Join your neighbors for a meeting led by elected district representatives on living history in your part of the state and future educational opportunities through district workshops.





Heron, DeGray, Eagle, and Ouachita Room
3:30 – 4:30 pm:  

Concurrent Sessions
Can You Make a Living Living History?

Ellen M. Lewis, Miss Ellie Presents…; Living Historian, Old State House Museum
Barbara Ward, Programs Coordinator/Living History, Historic Arkansas Museum

No, I’m not stuttering.  This workshop will offer suggestions on how to market yourself as a Living Historian.  Topics will include materials and resources for landing those rent-paying bookings.  We will take a look at both sides of the job hunt—searching for a booking and what a hiring agent looks for in living historians.  There will be time set aside for questions, discussions & comments so we can share what has or hasn’t worked.

Eagle Room

World of Music   

Cody Jolliff, Historical Interpreter Fort Gibson Historic Site  
Experience the World of Music in 19th & early 20th century America .  Topics will include Military Field Music & Bands, Town Bands, Folk Music, Music in Education and other musical influences. Learn how to develop and incorporate music into your living history programs. 
Heron Room

Hosting a Rendezvous

Steve Dunlap, Arkansas Game and Fish Commission

Don Simons, Mt. Magazine State Park 

A forum discussion on the pros and cons of hosting a “mountainman rendezvous.”


DeGray Room

4:30 – 7:00 pm:  

ALHA Marketplace Open
Trade Fair!!!

Have you a closet full of old gear you have “outgrown” or no longer do that period of time?  Do you make a few items other living historians would be interested in buying?  Then clean out your living history closets and boxes and bring the stuff to swap/sell/trade with your fellow living historians.  Buttons from that project you never finish, that cool item you bought years ago and never use, stuff too weird for eBay or garage sales – anything that another living historian might be able to use, bring it!  We will have a special time before our dinner to meet and swap, so you don’t have to lay out a blanket all day.  We also have a limited number of tables for “sutlers,” “peddlers,” or living history groups to use all day on Monday and part to Tuesday to sell your wares, or advertise your living history organize and recruit.  For example, most living historians end up doing multiple time periods, so if you are recruiting for the Roman Legions, US Civil War living historians might want to give your time period a try as well.  Contact Kent Goff to reserve a table at arkdepot@hotmail.com

Heron Room
7:00 – 8:30 pm:  

Dinner, Business Meeting, and Officer Elections

Dress in your favorite living history outfit (if you have one) for an exciting evening.  During the meal, we will take care of some business matters and hold elections for president, secretary, and second and fourth district representatives.  Dinner is included with your conference registration fee.





Ouachita Room
8:30 – 10:00 pm:
 
ALHA Talent Show and Audience Awards 

This will be open to anyone interested in participating.  Show off your best duds and finest performances to the rest of the membership.  The audience will choose their favorite outfit and character
Ouachita Room
Tuesday, February 17
8:00am – 9:00am:

Registration Table Open




Lodge Lobby
8:30 – 9:30 am:  

Concurrent Sessions
Into The Setting Sun, The Western Cherokee Nation 1793-1840

David Fowler (Historical Interpreter, Fort Gibson Historic Site)

This session covers the history of the Western Cherokees form 1793-1840. Topics covered will include the origins of the Western Cherokees, land holdings, war with the Osage, leaders, missionaries, clothing, and cabins. This power point presentation is packed with lots of maps, paintings, daguerreotypes and photo’s of original clothing and cabins built by Cherokees.   This session is designed to give a better understanding of the Arkansas Cherokee.   

DeGray Room

Kids! Yikes! What Do I Do??  Living History Programs for Younger Audiences
Barbara Ward, Programs Coordinator/Living History ,Historic Arkansas Museum

Do's & Don'ts when working with children.  Living history programs that work.  What works best for certain grade levels.  The best way is the K.I.S.S. method (Keep it simple silly!).
Eagle Room
9:45 – 10:45 am:  

Concurrent Sessions
Art and History—Putting it Together

Jess Anthony, Grant Programs Manager for the Arkansas Arts Council

Grants and programs offered by the Arkansas Arts Council can support living history in untraditional ways. The speaker will outline the range of available funding possibilities and focus on specifics ways the Arts Council can help applicants generate additional community support.

DeGray Room

Planning and Hosting a Living History Event – Essential things to know for success (Part 1)
Ian Beard, Adult Education, Living History & Volunteer Coordinator Old State House Museum

Kent Goff, Mississippi Valley Educational Program

Randall Watts, Superintendent Lake Charles State Park

Target audience – Potential event hosts, site managers, event planners, and living historians.  Successful Large spectacle events and small rotation events all have one thing in common – good planning.  This workshop will cover the basics of planning an event from the perspective of an event host and the lead living historians.  Ideas on how to fund, scale the event to fit resources, how to staff your event with professionals and volunteers, pitfalls to avoid, and other topics.  If you are thinking about using living history in interpretive programs, hosting an event, or are helping to plan or lead in a living history event – this is a must seminar for you.  Experienced event hosts are also encouraged to attend and share your experiences, good and bad, as there is no such thing as the final word on this subject.

Eagle Room
Audubon 24/7 Challenge (Part 1) 
Mary Smith, Arkansas Audubon

Arkansas Audubon and Arkansas State Parks have entered into a formal partnership to use the Audubon 24/7 Challenge program in our nature-based parks. This outdoor discovery/observation activity is designed to help people connect with nature and to learn basic concepts about where they live (e.g. watershed, geology, natural divisions, and wildlife habitat).  A simple strategy invites schools, families or individuals to learn native plants/animals and take steps that make a difference towards their conservation.  Audubon’s pilot efforts in schools achieved great results. The state park partnership establishes three pilot efforts in parks, with plans to bring the program to you, statewide.  


Ouachita/Caddo Room

11:00 am – 12:00 pm:
Concurrent Sessions
Rediscovering Arkansas Made

Swannee Bennett, Deputy Director and Chief Curator, Historic Arkansas Museum

The Co-author of two books on the subject will explore material culture through the “Arkansas Made” project.   You’ll be amazed and surprised by what early Arkansans had and made. 
DeGray Room

Planning and Hosting a Living History Event – Essential things to know for success (Part 2)

Eagle Room
Audubon 24/7 Challenge (Part 2)

Ouachita/Caddo Room

12:00 – 1:30 pm:  

Lunch on Your Own
1:30 – 3:00 pm:  

Keynote Speaker
Dr. Ted Cable

Dr. Cable is a professor of Park Management and Conservation at Kansas State University. He is the author or co-author of nine books--including the well-known Interpretation for the 21st Century and Interpretation of Cultural and Natural Resources--and more than 150 articles about natural resource management, interpretation, and birds. One of his books about African conservation features a foreword by renowned environmentalist and chimpanzee researcher Jane Goodall. Ted has visited more than 30 countries, and he has done speaking engagements, consulting, teaching and training workshops in more than 20 states as well as in several countries in Europe, Africa, and Latin America. On three occasions he has served as Visiting Professor at Blaise Pascal University, Clermont-Ferrand, France. Most recently he received a Fulbright Senior Specialist Award to teach and conduct fieldwork in West Africa.  

Cable received his bachelor's degree from the University of Illinois-Chicago and a master's in wildlife ecology from Purdue University. He was awarded a doctorate in forest recreation management from Purdue in 1984, and then joined the K-State faculty. Both the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency and the U.S. Department of Agriculture have honored him for outstanding teaching in the field of interpretation and environmental education.  He has received several teaching and advising awards from Kansas State as well as awards from Purdue and Clemson universities. Ted has received the Master of Interpretation award from the National Association for Interpretation and in 2000 he received NAI’s highest honor by being named a NAI Fellow.

On Tuesday, February 17, Dr. Cable will offer a keynote address to Arkansas State Parks’ Winter Interpretive Workshop and the Arkansas Living History Association annual conference. This presentation, titled “The Gifts of Interpretation,” will remind you that interpretation is an important and noble profession. For those interpreters who have been practicing the art of interpretation for many years, it might serve as an inspiration to remember why you entered the field and the impacts that you have had over the years. For new interpreters, this is a chance to more fully understand that you have entered a socially significant and rewarding profession. That evening, you’ll have the opportunity to gather informally to hear more about Dr. Cable’s adventures and stories from his work overseas and around the United States. 

You may recognize several of the well-known books co-authored by Dr. Ted. Cable: 

· Interpretation for the 21st Century, by Larry Beck and Ted Cable (1st edition has blue cover, 2nd edition has green cover) 
· Interpretation of Cultural and Natural Resources by Douglas Knudson, Ted Cable, and Larry Beck (1st edition has pink cover, 2nd edition has tan cover) 
· Birds of the Great Plains, by Bob Jennings, Roger Burrows, and Ted Cable 
If you’d like to own your own copy of any of these books, visit the NAI online bookstore and purchase one. NAI Members receive a $4 discount. Bring it to the conference and Dr. Cable can inscribe it with a personal message. 
Ouachita






