Arkansas Living History Association 
Annual Conference

March 10-11, Fort Smith, AR
ALHA Annual Conference Details

We have a great conference planned for you in Fort Smith next week.  Expert presenters will provide over a dozen sessions for the ALHA membership.  Attendees will be able to network with living historians from around both the state and region throughout the conference.  We will also inaugurate the first ALHA awards for outstanding achievement in the field of living history. 

In the hopes of creating a new tradition for the ALHA conference, we’re asking everyone to bring their favorite living history outfit to wear during the Monday night dinner and awards show.  This is a great way to show off your favorite impression!       
During our business meeting we will be discussing a couple of amendments to the constitution, setting our dues for the coming year, and discussing future conference sites.  With approval from the membership in attendance, we will credit your conference registration fee for your 2008 annual dues.  Also, we will have a first look at the certification process ALHA is developing for living history interpreters.  You won’t want to miss this ground breaking report.  Finally, elections will be held for vice president, treasurer, communications officer, 1st district representative, and 2nd district representative. 

I want to thank everyone for making 2007 such a great year for ALHA.  Our mailing list has doubled in size since our conference on Mount Magazine and the full schedule for this year’s conference is a testament to that growth.  In 2008 we hope to grow even more and offer workshops throughout the state to provide useful training for our membership.  We are always looking for helping hands at ALHA, so if you are interested in helping in anyway, please let us know.  This is your association, and we can’t make it a success without your help!
Transportation

To get to our host hotel, the Holiday Inn City Center, there are two good routes to take:

From I-540 take exit 8A (Hwy 22/Rogers Ave) and go west

(toward downtown). Rogers is a four-lane road; after about 3.5 miles you need to

be in the left lane. Stay left at the stop light in front of the Immaculate

Conception Church, and the hotel is about six blocks on your left. If you wind up

on Garrison Avenue, just proceed to 7th and turn left; the hotel is one block ahead.

Or

From I-40 take exit 1 (Dora/64D) and follow 64D as it crosses over 40 and into Oklahoma (there should be signs pointing you towards Fort Smith).  When 64D ends at US64, turn east.  You will cross the Arkansas River into downtown Fort Smith and US64 becomes Garrison Ave.  Turn right on 7th St. and the hotel will be one block ahead.
To Get to the Frisco Depot from the Holiday Inn City Center:

From the Hotel turn right onto 7th St.  At Garrison Ave., turn left. Just before Garrison turns into the bridge over the Arkansas River, turn right on 2nd street and then take an immediate left.  Take the first left (there will be a parking area and railroad tracks), and after going under the bridge make an immediate left.  At the stop sign turn right into the parking lot which is also 2nd street, and the first drive on the right is the Frisco Depot parking lot.  You can also attempt to turn left on to 2nd St. from Garrison Ave., but there is no turn lane and traffic can be pretty heavy across the bridge.
A map of downtown Fort Smith with all the conference sites marked and the route from the Holiday Inn to the Frisco Depot drawn is available at <http://maps.google.com/maps/ms?f=q&hl=en&geocode=&num=10&ie=UTF8&msa=0&ll=35.389802,-94.424937&spn=0.01207,0.018389&z=16&msid=103553887152161349606.000447a258a7a77e29b26>
ALHA Annual Conference Schedule
Monday, March 10
10:00 am – 12:00 pm:  
Executive Board Meeting




Fort Smith National Historic Site Classroom
1:00 – 5:00 pm:  

Registration Desk Open




Frisco Depot

1:00 – 2 :00 pm:

Meet and Greet




Frisco Depot

2:00 – 2 :55 pm

Concurrent Sessions
The Arkansas Arts Council’s Arts on Tour Program

Jess Anthony, Arkansas Arts Council
The Arkansas Arts Council’s Arts on Tour program helps nonprofit presenters around the state showcase some of Arkansas’ best performers and visual artists. The program’s coordinator will explain the way AOT artists are selected for the roster and how eligible presenters can request a partial reimbursement for booking them.  Individual living historians can find out how to get on the roster, and sites can learn how to get money for their events through the AOT program.
Frisco Depot Room 1
From the Inside
David Fowler, Fort Gibson State Historic Site
Find out how to create an in-house living history group for your site, or how to set up a permanent gig for your reenacting group.  The presenter will share his experiences with Fort Gibson State Historic Site in Oklahoma forging a partnership with the 6th Infantry Living History Association to provide a constant pool of living historians for events and programs.  

Frisco Depot Room 2
3:00 – 3:55 pm:  

Concurrent Sessions

From Diaries to Dresses to Digitized Photographs: The Arkansas History Commission's Living History Resources
Julienne Crawford, Curator, Arkansas History Commission 

Over the past 100 years, the Arkansas History Commission has acquired a wealth of resources for living history research including manuscripts, newspapers, maps, photographs, published material, official documents and historical objects.  Census, military, pension, slave, marriage, divorce, probate, local, county and state records furnish biographical information.  Diaries, correspondence and newspaper articles offer insight into the true feeling and beliefs of individuals to help with character development.  Historical photographs, engravings, paintings, publications, clothing and objects provide primary source material to recreate historically accurate costumes and props. 

Frisco Depot Room 1
Osage Clothing 

Matt Reed, Oklahoma Historical Society
The presentation will be on Osage men's and women's clothing of the 19th Century.  The presentation will utilize period illustrations and photographs to discuss characteristics of traditional Osage dress, including hairstyles, and how those characteristics continue on today.  Among the topics are hair roaches, hairstyles, jewelry, bear claw necklaces, shirts, leggings, skirts, moccasins, and ribbon work.
Frisco Depot Room 2
4:00 – 5:00 pm:  

Breakout Sessions

Join other living ALHA members with similar interests as we have roundtable discussions about living history in our region.




Frisco Depot
5:00 – 6:00 pm:  

Change into Your Favorite Living History Outfit 
Plan on brining you’re best clothes (although not necessarily your fanciest) for the ALHA dinner and awards show.  
Hotel or Home

6:00 – 6:15 pm:  

Transportation from Holiday Inn to Clayton House
Meet in front of the Holiday Inn for a free ride to the evening event compliments of the Fort Smith Convention and Visitors Bureau.





Holiday Inn
6:30 – 8:00 pm:  

Dinner, Business Meeting, and Officer Elections
Dinner will be served at the beautiful Clayton House in downtown Fort Smith.  During the meal, we will take care of some business matters and hold elections for vice president, treasurer, communications officer, and first and third district representatives.  Dinner is included with your conference registration fee.

Clayton House

8:00 – 10:00 pm:
 
ALHA Awards Show 

Awards will be presented for best event while a live competition will take place for best impression and best clothing.

Clayton House
10:00 – 10:15 pm:

Transportation to Holiday Inn from Clayton House
Tuesday, March 11
8:30 am:
Carpool or caravan to Frisco Depot 


Meet in front of the hotel.


Holiday Inn
9:00 – 9:55 am:  

District Meetings
ALHA is divided into regions based on Arkansas’s four congressional districts.  Join your neighbors for a meeting led by elected district representatives on living history in your part of the state and future educational opportunities through district workshops.





Frisco Depot
10:00 am – 10:55 am:  
Concurrent Sessions

Non-Indigenous Living History:  What is a Ukrainian Kozak doing in Arkansas? 

Adam Roberts, Musqueteers & Maidens LLC

I will give a brief interpretation of what and why I am wearing what am, giving a significant insight to surviving ethnic/tribal, spiritual/religious symbolism, military systems of the period, and an introduction to understanding and interpreting the physical manifestations of the mental attitudes of a past people. Developing a persona that can encapsulate a past people so that you can give back to those people's descendants a feeling of self, past, and belonging - to others a sense of awe and interest in others cultures, both present and past. Thoughts on manifesting through the details of a character, the flaws, not just of a person, but of a state of mind and thus a system that may have brought about wrongs in the past. Thus, how we can be aware of these flaws in our own system and endeavor not to repeat the errors of the past. Finally, don't be afraid to go out and shake the big tree to get a few apples (approaching big corporations, governments for help). 
Frisco Depot Room 1
Women’s Costuming 101: Part 1
Kristyn Watts, Powhatan Historic State Park & Debra Browning, History Helpers
So you’ve decided to create a living history character, Now What?  Join us in discussing what to think about when building your character’s ensemble.  We will talk about the changes that women’s clothing has made throughout the 19th century, including the various layers, shapes and designs appropriate to your character’s time.  We will also converse about creating these outfits with budgets ranging from very small to moderate, what fabrics to use, where to buy them and what companies sew quality garments.  This session will continue with part 2. 

Frisco Depot Room 2
11:00 am – 11:55 am:
Concurrent Sessions

Civil War Sesquicentennial 

Mark Christ

I will speak on the Arkansas Civil War Sesquicentennial Commission, its mission and its goals, and how the commission’s emphasis on telling the local stories of the Civil War in Arkansas can provide great opportunities for the state’s living historian community.


Frisco Depot Room 1
Women’s Costuming 101: Part 2
Kristyn Watts, Powhatan Historic State Park & Debra Browning, History Helpers
This will be a continuation of part 1 and you must attend the earlier session to participate in part 2. 

Frisco Depot Room 2
12:00 – 2:00 pm:  

Lunch on Your Own
2:00 – 3:15 pm:

Concurrent Sessions
Heritage Month Grants and Living History 

Lynita Langley-Ware, Faulkner County Museum

Find out how a small site with a very limited scope for living history manages to do it anyway, and get grant money for they’re efforts!  Learn what’s going on living history wise at the Faulkner County Museum and how to use a heritage month grant to help fund your next living history event.
Frisco Depot Room 1
Making History Come Alive:  Working with full or limited props 
Doug Kidd, Border States Leather
I will discuss different techniques of character development for living history impressions. I will demonstrate the use of elaborate props vs. limited or no props, and specific vs. non-specific persona. Involving your audience will be covered also.
Frisco Depot Room 2
3:15 – 3:30 pm:
Short Walk to Riverpark Events Building or Fort Smith NHS Visitors Center
3:30 – 4:45 pm:

Concurrent Sessions

Living History:  It’s not as hard as you think!

Ian Beard, Old State House Museum; Billy Nations, Historic Washington State Park; Kristyn Watts, Powhatan Historic State Park 

Join a panel of veterans from the Arkansas Living History Association as they offer guidance on getting started in the exciting field of first person costumed interpretation (living history for short).  Whether you’re building a program from scratch, revitalizing an existing one, or just looking to add living history to a special event, this session will offer advice and warn of pitfalls along your way.  The presenters will also share valuable resources in the field and discuss their own experiences.  Bring your specific issues and questions for the panel to address in a very interactive Q&A portion.
Riverpark Events Building, Room A
Fort Smith and Belle Grove Historic District Trolley Tour

Stephan McAteer, MacArthur Museum of Arkansas Military History

Join us for a trolley tour of the Belle Grove Historic District, a 22-square

block area that was entered into the National Register of Historic Places in 1973.

Belle Grove has a diverse collection of 19th and early 20th century buildings that

span 130 years of varying architectural styles, including Romanesque Revival, Queen

Anne, Eastlake Victorian Renaissance, Gothic Revival, and Neo-Classical. 

Note:  Cost is $1.00 per person to ride the trolley.

Riverpark Events Building, Room B

Founding of Fort Smith Walking Tour


Jeremy Lynch, Fort Smith National Historic Site

Join A US Rifleman as he takes you to the site of the 1817 fort.  Company A of the rifle regiment was sent to Belle Point after serving valiantly in the War of 1812 to keep the peace between the Cherokee and Osage who had been at war since 1808.  The regiment carved out a living in the western wilderness and managed to keep the peace until the remaining soldiers were amalgamated into the infantry in 1821.


Fort Smith NHS Visitors Center
6:30 – 8:00 pm:
Reception with Arkansas Museum Association
Network with museum professionals at a reception hosted by the Arkansas Museum Association.  ALHA members must have pre-paid and registered by March 1 to attend, or have registered for the AMA conference separately.  Heavy hors d’oeuvres will be served.




Riverpark Events Building







